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Amendment" ♦^'^ riaima: 



l^s lifting ofd«n.wm replace ,11 priorv»rfons.andIistines. of cl^ 



TitHmrnfClaiPM 
What is claimed is: 

Claim 1 (currently amended): A lockout device comprising: 

an imier piece and an outer piece Ms!^6MM^m ^^^f ^^^^^'^ ^'"^ ^ 
MinBSyaS..Md*.5mB-^^ 

^„,^,.,.,..,.H,.»nt^.urfacc.^hereinsaidim«.piece and said outer pi^ 
telescopicaUycngagedsuchthatsaidirnierpieceissubstantianynestedwit^ 
'.hensaidlodcout device isinanopeaedpositionandsubstantiaUyextendedfr^ 

outer piece when said lockout device is in a closed position; 

, ^r ^^n. frm. the ou ter ,,rfr ^ 9f Thr oimimferential ^Ml pf sadaBgr 

^"^^ ^1 n 1 i|, i tiiintiirinrr-ii Tf °r f"^^^-""=^'-^"'tiaiwPiWf^w4oi;^^ 

n.. .tides alon^^ni d rr rV t o telescnpin TnOT r n.mt of '^^.ri .°ncr and 

9Uter pieces . 
Claim 2 (canceled) 
Claim 3 (canceled) 

Claim4(original):Thelookoutdeviceofclairnlfurthercomprisingoneormorel^^^ 
wherein said locldngt^si^ludeameansfbrsecuringthel^^^ 

Claim 5 (car.t,tly amended): 1^ device of claim 1 ^^^^ 

interlock, v^hereinsaid interlock includesacrossmemberlocatedousax^ 
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aportioBofme outer piece when said lockout device is in the closedpo^^^^^ 
eagagementofsaidcrossmemberandsaidpordonoftheouterpi^^^ 

movement of said pieces. 
Claim 6 (canceled) 

Claim 7 (cuireatly amended): A lockout device comprising: 

an inner piece including a raiLsaid rail bem^ T-shaped; and 

an outer piece including aslet^^ wheiein said rail sUdes along said 61^ 

to move said lockout device to and from a closed position and m open position. 
Claim S (original): TTie lockout device of claim 7, wh^^ 
in the shape of half cylinders. 

Claims 9-11 (canceled) 

aaim 12 (original): Tlie lockcmt device of clata 7 fbilh^ 

Claim 13 (original): The lockout de^dceofclaim7further comprising 
each of said inner piece and said outer piece. 

Claiml4(currently amended): The lockout deviceofclairn44iif^^ 
opeaungs located in each of said looking tabs. 

Claim 15 (eunently amended): The loctout device of claim^^li. wherein saidopemngs on said 
lockingtab of saidimier piece aKgn with the openings on saidlocking tab of said ou«r piece 

when said lockout device is in said closed position. 

Claim 1 6 (original): The lockout device of claim 7 ftrlber coiiqttisi^ 
outer surface of said inner or outor piece. 
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aaim 17 (original) The lockout device of claim 7 further comprisii^g an opemng in a portion of 
at least one of said imerando^ter piece, whereinaportion of an object securedby said lockout 

device can extend out ftom within said lockout device through said opening when said lockout 

device is in the closed position. 

Claim 18 (cancda^ 

Claim 19 (currently amended): A lockout device comprising: 

a) aninteriordosedendedhalfcylindernestedwifliinanexteriorclosed 

havin g an iimt y airface and an PUtCT surface,; 

b) a T slot comprisitxg a T slot track formed in the surface of the 
„.^,. ^f^.ti.l wMl of the exterior half cylinder and aT slot rail attached to the outerjurfai^ 
a^^l^^^ti^lwallofthe interior half cylinder. whereiBlheTslotr^^ 

the T slot track when the lockout device is moved between a closed position and an open 
portions; 

c) an interlock attached to one end of the T slot, comprising abar 
erossmember disposed on theTslot rail and one or more «te«da*-EQja^^ 
slot track flmt^^lendis^^ 

more extendedE2«fiona.«dges whence interior half cylinder!^ 
exterior half cylinder to place tlie device in the closed position; and 

d) at least one locking teb attached to each half cylinder, each locking tab 
h;.vingoneor more lockingopeningswheremsaidlookingopeningB overlap when said to^^^^ 

device is in the closed positioiL 
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more< 



Claim 20 (new): A lockout device comprising: 
an inner piece including a rail; 

an outer piece including a tmck, wherein said rail slides along said track to move 
said lookout device to and &om a closed position and an open position; 

a crossmember formed as part of the rail, said track including two edges, one or 
: of said edges having an extended portion that extends inward into the track; 

wherein said crossmember engages said one or more extended portions of said 
J of the track when said lockout device is in said closed position, the engagement of said 
^'ssmember and said extended portions of said edges of the track prevents fiirther rotational 
movement of said inner piece relative to said outer piece. 

Qaim 21 (new): lie lockout device of claim 20 ftother comprising one or more locking tabs, 
wherein said lockit>gt*sincludeameans for securing the lockout device in the closed positi^^ 

Claim 22(new) (Mm27 (new) The lockout device of claim 20 wherein said imier and outer 
piece can be positioned in at least two positions; 

(i) a closed position wherein an object is substantially surrounded by said 

pieces; and 

(ii) an open position wherein an object can move into and out of said pieces, 

wherein said open position provides a total surfece area of the lockout device ihat is 
approximately one-halfofthe total surfiuie area of&ekKkout device in said closed posiuon. 

Claim 23 (new) A lockout device comprising: 

an imier piece and an outer piece, each of the inner piece and the outer piece 
having an outer surface andan inner surface, wherein said inner piece and said outer piece are 

telescopicaUy engaged such that said imier piece is substantiallynested within saidouter piece 

when said lockout device is in an opened position andsubstantially extended from wrthm said 

outw piece when said lockout device is in a closed position; 
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a rail projecting fiom approximately the center of the outer surface of said imier 

piece; and 

a track formed within the iimer surface of said outer piece, at approjdimrtely the 
center of said inner surfece, wherein said rail slides along said track to provide telescopic 
movement of said inner and outer pieces. 

Claim 24 (new): Hie lockoul device of claim 23 further comprising one or more looking tabs, 
wherein said locking t^siiKludeameana for securing the lockout device in 

Claim 25 (new) Hie lock out device of claim 23 ftrther comprising an interlock, wherdn said 
interlodcincludeaacrossmember that engagesaportion of the track when said lockout devices 

in the closed position, wherein said engagement of said crossmembcr and said portion of the 
track prevents fiirther telescopic movement of said pieces. 

Claim 26(new); TTielockoiitdeviceof claim 23 fiirther comprising a recessed surfece on an 
outer surfece of said inna: or outer piece. 

Claim 27 (new) The lockout device of claim 23 further comprising an opening in a portion of at 
least one of said imier and outer piece, wherein a portion of an object securedby said lockout 
device can extend out ftom within said tockout device tlm>ugh said opening when said lockout 

device is in the closed position. 
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